
 

Purpose of the Grants for Great Ideas program: The Santa Fe Texas Education Foundation (SFTXEF or 

Foundation) is designed to encourage, facilitate, recognize, and reward innovative and creative instructional 

approaches. While the district’s budget covers the basics of education, the Foundation strives to fill in the 

funding gaps left by public funding. For examples of what the Foundation has funded in the past, visit the 

Foundation’s webpage at www.sfisd.org/educationfoundation.  

Persons Eligible to Apply: Individuals or teams of individuals employed by Santa Fe ISD who are involved in 

student instruction or support. If the applicant received a grant from SFTXEF in a previous year, the previous 

project must be implemented and the Final Report Form submitted before applying for another grant. 

Award of Funds: The number of awards will depend on funds available from the Foundation. We encourage 

requests for all amounts because there are occasions where the Foundation applies for corporate grants or 

solicits corporate sponsors for costlier projects.  

All materials or equipment funded by these grants are property of SFISD and cannot be removed from the 

district.  

If your request is for a classroom item that is $500 or less, please submit a Classroom Wish List request. For 

information, visit: http://www.sfisd.org/teachergrants and choose “For SFISD Employees” in the menu. 

Selection Criteria: 

- Proposal addresses important program objectives that relate to the campus or district improvement plan. 

- The project represents a creative approach to improve the education of our students so that they are 

career/college ready upon graduation. 

- Preferred projects will impact a large number of students. 

- Furniture will not likely be funded. 

- Applicants should not request funding for items already provided by the campus budget or substitute 

pay/stipends. 

Process:  

- Grant applications will be accepted year-round so that it will be convenient to your schedules, and this 

will allow us the ability to highlight your needs to potential donors. Applications received by November 

4, 2019 are reviewed in November and awards will be announced in December. To apply, go to 

www.sfisd.org/teachergrants and click the appropriate link to access the online form. 

- Once you submit your online application, the Foundation shares the applications with your campus 

principal and district department supervisors as applicable. The purpose of this district review is to make 

sure the items you plan to purchase can be supported/maintained/installed by the district. 

- Next, the SFTXEF Grants Committee will review applications. Names are removed from the 

applications before review to keep the process anonymous. The SFTXEF Grant Committee consists of 
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anonymous SFTXEF board members/volunteers. This committee sends their recommendations to the 

SFTXEF Executive Committee for final funding approval. 

- The committee shall make one of the following recommendations regarding each grant application 

received: (1) disapproval, (2) disapproval with suggestions for resubmission, (3) approval with 

conditions and/or modifications, and (4) approval. All applicants are notified by email or letter through 

campus mail regarding the status of their application. 

- If funds are awarded for your project, you will be notified when the funds are delivered to your campus’ 

bookkeeper. You will work with your campus to order your new items through the normal purchasing 

procedures. Items are property of SFISD. 

Tips for completing the application: 

- If your request includes technology, you must get a quote from SFISD technology department. Do so by 

accessing Eduphoria under the employee tab at sfisd.org. Click on ‘Helpdesk’, ‘Technology’, then 

‘Request for Quote’. 

- Be sure to explain how you will use the items you are requesting in a new, innovative way that will 

provide a better education for your students.  

- Be specific and thorough, and complete all items on the application. 

- Please remember that several members of the grant review committee are not educators. Explain 

acronyms and educational terminology so that the public understands. 

- The online application does not allow you to attach photos, lesson plans, etc. If you would like to submit 

supplemental materials, please email those to jodi.gidley@sfisd.org once your online application is 

submitted, and those materials will be provided to the committee. 

- If you have questions about the grant guidelines or process, call Foundation executive director, Jodi 

Gidley at 409-925-9080 or email jodi.gidley@sfisd.org 
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